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3050 K S1.N.W., Surre 101 -

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108 o,y
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 L e
FAX" 202-285-3854 ‘ AR
v v I STRRRALAND Mo %}\ T B
SIOMEY BTRCKLAND@IS TRICKLANDPLLE.COM {27‘ .
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Y,
Vemon A Willrams, Secretisry ; / ,? {i J [f
Surfuce Iramsportation Boand ‘

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20423

Re: STR Dacket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) ANSF Railway Company—
Abandonment Exemption — in Clinton and Marion Counties, MN

Deur Secretary Williams:

knclosed please tind an originat and 10 capies af the Verified Notice of
Facmplion under 49 C FR 1132 50 for filing wath the Board i the above-referenced
matler.

Also enclosed 18 a check i (the amount ol $3,100 00 for the filing fee.
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VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION FE
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BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY TRANSPORTAACE
2650 Lou Menk Dnve ATloN Boar
PO Box 96157
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057
By SIDNEY 1. SIRICKLAND. IR FILED
ELIZABETH E WAIILTL PR - 2 Yk
SIDNEY STRICKI AND AND ASSOCIATES A
1050 K Sireet, N W, SUREACLE
Suite 101 mNSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20007
(2023 338-17125
Attorneys Jor BNSE Reulw av Company
APR 3 - 2007
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BEFORE THFE.
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN CLINTON ANDD MARION COUNTIES, MN (SUB. NO. 452X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF FXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY (“BNSI ") (“Apphcant™) files this Venfied Nouce
of l:xxemption under 49 C F R, 1152 Subpart I'- kxempt Abandonments
(49 C.F.R 1152.50) for BNSF 10 abandun a il line that extends between Milepost 13 97
and Mrlepost 15.02, near Centralia, n Clinton and Manon Counties., Ithnos (the “Line™},
a total distance of (.05 miles

I'he Line s depicied in 2 map that is attached to this Notive as Appendin |
Responses to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.5 2):
[ Proposed consummation date for the ahancunment

The propused consummation date of this abandonment will be at least 50 days
from the filing date of Apnil 2, 2007, which 1 May 22, 2007
il Certification required in 49 C F B 3 1152 50¢h)

The required certification is attached hereto as Appendix 2
1{ ] Informatum required by J9CF R 2 1152 22¢a){1-4), () amd }m anid e

(u) General

(1) bt pame of Applicant

L) ST8 Docdet Nu AB-8 (Subd. A 451V



(3)

4

(N

R}

e

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™).

Whether applicunt 1s a common carnier by radroad subject 1o 49
/S C Subtule IV, Chapier 105

Applicant 13 a common carrier by railrnad subject to 49 1FS C.
Suhiitle IV, Chapter 105

Relief soupht (abundonmeni of line or discortinuance of vervice)
BNSk secks to use the class exemption fiom Surface

I ransportution Board approvil authorizing the abandonment of the
Clinton and Marion Countics [ ine specified above.,

Detnled map of the subject Ime
See Appendix 1

Nume. nile and adidress of representative of applicant (o whom
vurrespomdence shonld be sent

Sudney L. Stickinnd. Jr

Sudney Stnckland And
Associates, I'l L

3050 K Street, N W,

Sute 101

Washinglon. 13C 20007

(202) 338-1325

Attorncy for BNNI

List of ull United States Pastal Service ZIP Codes that the (i
fraverses

The: [ ine traverses Umited Staies Postal Service Zip Code 62801

Starement of whether the properties proposed te he ahandencd are
suitable for vther public purposes, melwding rouds or highways,
other for ms of pichy ITUnsporiaiion ConseTvdiion, encriy
producton or numensswon or recreation If the applcant i aware
of uny resttiction on the nile 1o He propery eluding am
reversionary inter est, wiich wewld affect the tranfer of itle or the
wse of propernty for other than el pan poses, this sholl be dise losed

} ATE Dacket va. ABS iSuh Yo 45IN)



v.

VI

The properties of the proposed abandonment appear to be
appropnate for other public purposcs. Based on information in our
possession. there are no federally granted nghts-ol-way within the
corndor Any documentation in the railroad's possession wal] he
made available promptly 1o those requesting it
Level of Labor Protection
The mnterests of raslroad employees who may be adversely affected by the
proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor
protective conditions set forth in Oregon Short Line RR Co -
dbundonment - Goshen, 360 1 C C, 91 (1979)

Cernfication that Apphicants have complicd with the notu e requiremenis of 19
CFR X 1152 5} 1) and 1105 1]

[ he requured certifications are set forth in Appendin 3 to this Notice of
Fxemption

Environmental and Historic Repor s
A combined Fnvionmental and Histonie Report is attached 10 this

Nolice of 'xemption as Appendix 4

5 M B Dorhet vn AB-51Sub No 452N



Respectfully submitted,

BNSF RAIL WAY COMPANY
20650 Lou Menk Dnve

PO Box 96157

Fort Worth. I X 76161-0057

LIZABETH E WALTE
SIDNI- Y STRICKI AND AND ASSOCIATES
JOS0K Stree. N W,

Suiie 101

Washingion. DC 20007

(202) 338-1325

Attorney s for BNSE Railway Compouny

DATF FILID Apnl 2. 2007

I8 Docket ha ARG (Sub Mo 452V)



APPENDIX 1

Detailed Map of the Line
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APPENDIX 2

Certification Required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)



YERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

1. Susan Odom. being duly swom depose and siate that. as Manager. Network Strategy in
the Nawork Development department of the BNST Raillway Company (*“BNSFT), § am
authorized tv mahe this venfication, and thal [ have read the to1egoing Notice of Exemption and
know the facts asseried therem are true and accurate as stated to Lhe best of my knowledge,
information, and behief

In avcordance with 49 C F R § 1152 50(b), | hereby cernify that, with respect o the line
which 15 the subject of the Notice of Exemption filed in Dochet No AB-6 (Sub-No 452X). no
local traffic has moved on the line for a1 least iwo (2) yvears prior to the date hereof  Also, any

overhead traflic handled on the I ine will be rerouted  Further, no formal complamt filed by a
user of ra1l service on the Line (or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such
user ) regarding wovsation of service over the Line either i1s pending with the Surface
Transportation Board or any U'S  District Court or has been decided 1n favor of a complamant
within the two-year period

The foregoing certification 15 made on behalf of BNSI- by the undersigned afler due and

careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the best of the knowledge.

mformation, and belief of the undersigned

- oy & ——-
Su om
Manager, Networh Stralegy
Subscnibed and swomn 10
before me the T2 day of #1ReA | 2007

““uI“"l'l"n’

I
-{_f. ""e-_é '}qu, Py ﬂln-#-a
hk -] E"=' i
. _,E g
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APPENDIX 3

Certifications that Applicant Has Complied with the Notice
Requirements of 49 C.F.R. 1152.50(d)(I) and 1105.11



CERTIFICATE OF SFRVICE

Pursuant w49 C F R. § 1152.50(d)( 1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice
of the praposed abandonment in Dacket No AB-6 (Sub. No 452X was mutled wia [irst
class mail on March 19, 2007 to the lollowmng pitrites

Military ‘Fraflic Management Control
Attn. Raitlroads for Nationat Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Boulevard. #130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

IHinas Commerce Commission
527 Last Capitol Ave
Spnngfield. 11 62701

US Depurtment of Agncultune
('hict of the Forest Service
4"t loor N W, Yates Building
201 14" Sueel, SW
Washington. D ¢ 20250

(}' S Department of the Infenor

Nutional Park Service

Recreational Resources Assisiance Division
1849 ( Street, NW

Washmgton 13 C 20240-0001

George Wehcer

Division of I'ubhc and Intermuodal Tmansportation
Bureuu of Ratlroads

300 West Adams Street, 2% .

Chicago, Il 600606

Dated Apnl 2. 2007




CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEWSPAPER
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12

I he undersigned certifies that a “Notice of Intent 1o Abandon Rail Serviee™ was
published mn the form preseribed by the Boma for out of service abandonment
exempuions  [he notice was pubhished one time in the tollowing newspapet of general
circulation 1n Clinton and Manon Counties. Hhinms  AMorming Seatinel. Publication of the

notice was accomphished on March 26, 2007 A copy of the publication is attached

L.

A Strichiand. Jr 7,
y Stnickland and Associates. PA ¢
3050 K Street, NW

Sunte {01

Washington. DC 20007

Phone (202) 338-1325

lax (202) 2953854

SIB Docket No |B-6 1%k Mo 452%)



MORNING
SENTINEL
232 E Broadway

inMatter of .57 Dpehat Tw, Al-G_ . Contraba o 02801
TES_LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT WAS PUBLISHED ON FOLLOWING DATES:

3| 4 sTel?]s 91E:mz\a1'415|e]m'579 f -2t alasloslrralzataols

o — - ma—-

I i .

DATE ;,?,6 20 0 7 AMOUNT DUE §
All Pubhcalien Feas Paygbla
With Gortdicate OF F@ﬂcainn
STB NC.AB CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION
NO, 453X)
N OF INTENT

'E
BNS 1L e&'
COMPANY (BNEF) g1vee
gulice 1hat on or about
March 29, , it intends
‘li? hie \'I:’h ihe sulrlaes
rapgportatio Qafr
%&-Bnrd: n‘:l sh ‘n
H a .
emEE!uE .hnd;f 99 CFR
1162 Subpuert F - Ezemptl
Abandopments ppromit-
ung the abandonment ¢
the 1 05 miles of radlron
fing between- Hilepost
12 97 and Mriepost:13°02,
near Centiohia 10 Chinton
and Marwn E;Enm.us. Il
Irnnis, The rail l%e tra
verses through Umted
Stales Posial Sérviek z?
\ vde 83801 1he proceed-
ing will be dockeled as
&TH Docket No ABSE
iSubr No 452X) . -
The Board v+ Sectaon of
Environmentd]l Anslyae
a'A) will generally pre
38 Enviropmental:
ssesament tEA), which
mally be available

wiil nor;
28 days siter the flling of
the notice of exemption
Commenis uvn elviron-
menlal and aaergy mat-
fere should be.flad no
lxlar than 13 dayv after
the EA becimen avall-
able to Lhe publle amd
be addresyed i & Board
dec(aion ipteresied per
sons may obia!n a cupy of
the EA or make 1hquiries
regarding envirohmental
matlers by -whigng tu the
Lectign of Eavironmen
AnbAgalyms (8EA), Sur-
afaporiation
Yashin nm.I [y

cobtigulra:l s
be nled with the Board
Lk e
10g8,
use ak.'.w"ﬁ'm'!' L 'TRE
bankingXrajls u ll‘:ﬂ
cas bo filed with the
Board An oviinal und 10
capies of any pleuding
that raisrs mattery olber
than environmental 1%-
sues Lyuth ns Lraiis uae,
ubiie uye, sad olfers of
mancial  o3si1slant )
must be filed direct]
with the Bosrd's (Hlice v
the Eecreiary, 483 F
bireet 8 W, Washington
DC 20423 dool [See 40
CFR_ Ligd 1ra} apd
1104 3(=1,"snd une copy
munt be wred on applic
Ant's l'lpl'l'tﬂlllltl‘\'e“ hee

Mo | _—
CENTRALIA n.ﬁ 20 QZ
The undeisigned does fiareby cartdy that

he & the pubisher, or the authonzed agant
cl the publisher, of tha MORNING SEN-
TINEL, Ihal tad newSpaper 1 a daly socu
Lur newspaper of ganaral crculakien whith
lius bean putished in thy Gy of Centaba
in Manon County, Stata of Thnows, continu-
ously lor s panod of inore than one year
pnior 1o the tirsi dote of the publication
attachad herslo He jurther cerbhes that
said newspaper 15 “a NEwsPIper” 48
rehined i “an A¢l 10 1evise tho law n 1ela-
hien lo naices” as amendegd by Al
upprroved July 17 1868 — Ml Hownsed
Slatutes, Chap 100, Paragraphs { and 5
He further ceitifios that ihe attached notice
was pubhshed in sqid newspdper

DATES OF PUBLICATION
Tha first publicaiion bamng in the papsr
pu en thi day of

£ -. 2. 20 .
and 1he last publication baing n the paper

published on the day of

Awtalol  _ ____7-. | ays
Pulhcaton Fee $ _ _4_/3 - _‘.S_z;_.__

'i [Authanzed 'ml at Pubhlishar)
e e e

Advany: Paymr nf

i Recanved By Daly

— - e p———

= "1 104, 120005 Ques
l?lgn::;{-‘e lrdrmﬂ'on of

{inancial assisiance, pub
i 1ie use o tralls ll:e l{l;:

d Tublic
Tesyiunal B0 o5 0230

eIViCYS 8
. Copies of any comm ]

s “for "cogul-
{ un‘;mn? be served on
vihe applichnt s xepresen
1 faave, Sadne L Buick
s iz SOt
s S BERE
. aini '
u?:“zo&g‘rlsm (2021 3J9



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R.1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Rarlway Company (“1IINSI ™), by and through ils authonized iepresentative, Sidney L
Stuchland, Jr, certifies that on March 8. 2007, BNSI «ent copwes of the foregoing Enyironmental
and fhisdone Repurts by first class mal to the tollowing agencies

Ms Viitona Rutson

Chiel. ST A

Surtace Transportation Board
Ju51 Street. S W

Washington DD C 20423-0001

Alan heller. P I

[llns Environmental Protection Agency
1021 North Cirand Avenue Fast

PO Box 19276

Spongtield. [Thnos 62794-9276

Patnich G Carroll

Big River Region

US 1 ish and Wildhiie Service
1 1 ederal Dove

BHW [ ederal Bmiding,

Fort Snelhing, MN 551 11-4056

Bnan (‘t;'pplc. Publk Works
A1 57 Street
Centraha, 11 62801

John Schwalhach, Rureau Chif

Division of Public and Intermodal Iransportation
Bureau ol Railroads

3215 | secutive Park Drve

Sptingfield. 11. 62703

Irvin Dahowshi

Environmental Piolection Agency
Region 8

77 West Jmhson Boulevarnl
Chneago, I1. 60604- 3590

Unned States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservalion Service
2118 W Park Conrt

Champaign, )l 61821

Susan {. J Homeman, Proyject Manager
I S Amy Coips of Logineers

St 1 ouns District

1222 Spruce Mivel

S Lows, MO 63103-2833

Marcia Siechman

11'S Rorcaw of Land Management ['astern States
Milwaukee Field OHie

626 F Wivconsm Ave

Sutte 200

Milwauhee, W1 53202 4617

John Stuchmeier, Mayor

¢ entrahia Crty Hall

222% Poplars (U S 51}
Centrali 11 62801

Raohert Mavdwell
National Paih Service
Midwesl Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha. NI 68102-:1226

Anne |. Hagher

THinous Histore Preservation Apency
Preservation Services

#1 Ol State Capitol Plasa
Springhield. II 62701-1507

N8 Dochet An AB-6(Sub No 452V)



Clinton County Board of Commissioners
MO Boy 10R

County Courthouw

Carlyle, 11, 62231-0308

Grant Klemnhens. City Manager
Cnty ol Centraba

222 5 Poplar Srevt

Centralia, 11, 62801

Tony Antonacer, Distriet Conservabionist
Natural Resources ( onaervation dervice
1550 Fast Mamn

Salem. HHhnous 62RR1

Cesar Jone Svarez

t conomie Development Pirector
Cily of ( entralia

2228 Poplai Street

Centraha, 11 62801

Office uf the Governor
Siate of Hlinois

207 Simtehounse
Springlield, 1l. 627016

Sam Nall

Marion County Boaid ( hariman
P O Box 637

Salem. Ilinow 628K

Howard Zenner, Ihstrcd Consens alonist
Natural Resources € onservation Service
1780 N 4" Street
Breewe, 1 62230

Regional 1 nvironmental Coordimator
Nalional Parh Service

Midwest Repional Office

601 Rivertront Drve

Omaha, NY 68102

Natkmal ¢ deann and Aimospheric Administration
Natxmal CGeodetic Sarvey

1315 Fast-West Highway

Sibver Springs. MDD 20W010-3282

1 he required cover lelters {pursuant o 49 C F R 1105 11) are attached hereto BNSE has
consulted with all appropnate ngencies i preparing the reporls

WSORSINW,
Suite 101
Washington, D¢ 20007

L)
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APPENDIX 4

Environmental and Historic Reports



BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION --

IN CLINTON AND MARION COUNTIES, 1L

DOCKET NO. AB-6
(SUB. NO. 452X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 1 ou Menk Drive

P O Box Y6157

Fort Worth. | X 76161-0057

By SIDNEY [ SIRICKLAND. JR
ELIZABLTHT WAITE

SIDNLY STRICKI AND AND ASSOCIALLS
I0SO K StreeL NW

Swute 101

Washington, I 20007

(202) 338-1328

Attr neys for BNSE Rarbneny Company

DATED Mach 8. 2007

A AR ab N 0T



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN CLINTON AND MARION CCOUNTIES, I1. (SUB. NO. 452X)

FENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 AND 49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Pursuant to 49 C F.R. § 1105 7 and § 1105 8. BNSE Ruilway Company (BNSE)
{referred to us “Applicant™) hereby files Environmental and Histone Reports  These
Reports constitute Applicant™s assessment of the environmental effects and histone eflects
of abandonment of 1l service on the involved rail Iine  Peirsons who review these
Reports are entitled to provide comments to the Surlace Franspurtation Board (S 113).
Section of EFnvironmental Analysis (SEA), 1925 K Strect, N W, Suite 500, Waslunpton,
NC 20423. ‘There 1s Information in the Applicunl’s fifes to indicate that the ml [ine
covered by these Reports does not contain any federally granted nghts-of-way
Nee 49 C IR § 1152 60(d). These Reports have been prepared in conjunction with the
praspective fihng of @ Notice of Lxemption for abandonment ol the involved rul ine
S 11 regulations provide that the Notice of Lixemplion cannot be filed unul at leust 20

days aftcr thewe Repords ase snbmitted

MBI cher 4Bl A0 151N

r



I
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 C.F.R. 1105.7)

The following information 1» submitied to the SI'B by BNSF in accordance with
the Board's reporting 1equirements as sct forthin 49 C FR § 1105.7 for the purpose of
assisung the Board™s preparation of an environmentl document regarding BNSE's Notiee
of Exemption seching authonty 1o abandon 1 05 miles of railioad line hetween Milepost
13.97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centralia. in Clinton and Manon Counties, Ihinows (the
*Line™)

(1) Proposed Action and Aliernatives: Desenbe the proposed action, including
commadities transported, the planned disposition (if" any ) of any rail hine and other
structurcs that may be involved. and uny possible changes in current operations or
mainienance pructices  Also desentbe any reasenable alternatives to the proposed action
Include a4 readable, detaled map and drawings cleanly delineatmg the project

This | 1inc was par ot the approsimately 10 mile Sparta - Centralia. 11 hne
the Unmon Pacilic Ravlroad Company (*UP™) filed for abandonment 1n
approximatcly 1989 (Missoun I'acific Rmilioad Finance Dochet 31447 decided

July 14, 1989, and served July 20, 1989)  I'wo UP customers, Valley Steel and

Miller Lumber, were served on the 105 mile Centralia, 1L trackage  Rathet than

mitiate a lengthy and protested abandonment proceeding with the customers. UP

sought to convey the 1.05 mile of trackage at Centrahia serving Valley Stecel and

Miller Lumber 10 Burlington Northern Ratfioad (*BN™). one of BNSE's

predecessors BN acquired the 1 03 miles of trachage at ('entralia in a camer to

carriel trensiiction under 49 U S C. 11343 and started serving the customers in

apposimalely 1989 afier VP abundonded 1ts Spana - Centralis hine  This allowed

S io kil 18 b Ra 2N

rd



for uninterrupted rail service o Valley Steel and Miller Lumber throughout and
following the UP abandonment proceedings

Valley Steel went out of business in approximalely 1991 and Miller
Lumber bumned down in approximately 1995, [here were no other customers that
used the Line and no traffic has heen handled on the Line since Miller Lumber
bumed down

The trackage and the swatch off of the main Line that served the Line were
removed i approximately 2000  Due to their high cost of maintenance. BNSF
will routinely remove switches from main and brunch lines when they are no
longer necessary  However, 1t 1s not BNSIs policy 1o remove track betore going
through a tormal abandonment proceeding  BNSE has recently implemented
mtemal and external procedures o ensure that tack removal and the salvage
process do not occur prior 10 recerving formal S 1B abandonment authonty.
However, this Line was salvaged prior to thowe certain measuies being m place

A map of the Line 1s attached us Exhihit A

(2) Transportation System: Dewribe the effect of the proposed action on
1cgional or local iransportstion systems and patterns  Fstimate the amount of tralfic

result of the propused aclion
1 he proposed abandonment will have no effect on exisling transportation
sysienis or patierns as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two

years and there 1s no overhead traflic o be rerouted

4 SAtexkat AR G5 N 4 1)



{3) Land Use:

(1) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencics
and/or review of the ofTicial planmng documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action 1 consisient with existing fund use plans  Descnibe
any Inconsistencics

The proposed abandonment should not be inconsistent with local or
rcgional land use plans. The City uf Centtahia indicates it would hke o sexe the
abandoned rail line reused as future industnial expansion for adjacent business
owners. a recreational trail, and/or a Uity rouad to improve traffic ciiculation in the
arca Sce IXxhibit B. letter dated Devember 18, 2006, from Grunt Kleinhens, City
Mapnager. City of Centraha. 11.

BNSF notified the [ino1s Department of Transportation. Division of
Pubhic and Intermodal ‘T1ansportation (*DO ™) by a letter dated November 20.
2006 Sec Iixhibit ' As ol the dute of this report, 1DO1 has not responded
BNSE will provide the 3oard copies of any response it may receive

(1) Based on consultation with the U1 8. So1l Conservalion Service, state
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agneulture land

The propused abundonment should have no effeet on prime agricullural
lands [he Nutural Resources Consenation Service (“NRCS ) of Chnton County
indicaics that no Prime Farmland exists along the scetton of nght of way proposed
for ahundonment. See Fxhibit D, letter dated December 8. 2006, from Howard
Zenner, District Conservatiomist, ¢Clinton County, Natural Resources Conservation
Service Also, the NRCS Salem 1 ield Office indicates it has no comment
reganding the propowd abandonment acion See Fxhihit L, letter dated

Deccniber 6 2006, fiom Fony Aintonacer., Distiet Consereationist, Natural
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Resvurees Conservation Service. Salem Field OHice

{(in) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal sone mformation required by § 11059

N/A

{1v) If the proposed action 15 an abandonment. state whether or not the
right-of-way 1s suitable for altemative public use under 49 U S ¢ § 10906 and
expluain why

The propased abandonment should be suntable for alternative public use
As noted above, the Clity of Centralia would hike 1o sce the line used for mdustnal
expansion, a recreational trail, ora Cily road  Also as indicated above, IIXY]1 was
nutified by letter dated November 20, 2006 Sce Lxhibit ' As of the date of this
report. IDOT has not responded  BNSE wall provide the Board copies of any

response it may neeeive

(4) Encrgy:

(1) Describe the effuect of the proposed action vn tiansportation of energy
resvurees

There are na known recoverable eneigy resources along the Line 1 here
has been no local traffic on the Line tor over two years and there 1s no overhead
traffic t¢ be rerouted

1) Descnibe the etfect of the proposed action on recyeluble commoditics

This abandenment will not adversely aflect movement or recovery of

recyvclable commodities as thete has been no local tralfic on the hine for over two

years and there 1« no overhead trafTic o be rerooted
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(1i1) State whether Lhe proposed action will result in an increase or
deciease in overall energy efiiciency and explain why

This abundonment will not result in an inctease or decrease i overall
energy cfficiency as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over iwo years
and there 15 no overhead iraffic to be rerouted

(1v) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor cartage
of more than

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(13) An averape of 50 rml carloads per mile per year for any part of the

aftected line, quantify the resuling net change in the ¢nergy consumption

anxd shuw the data and methodology used to amive at the figure given

There will be no diversions of traffic as there has been no lueal traffic on

the [ me for over two yeurs and there is no overhead traflic to be rerouted

(S) Air:
{1) If the proposed action will result in cither

(A) An increase in rasl traflic of at least 100% (mecasured in gross
fon miles annually) or an increase of ut least eght trains a day on uny
segment of the line effceted by the proposed, or

(B3) An inurease in ranl yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carlvad activity). or

(C') An average increase 1n truck trafTic of mote than 108 of the
average daily traflic or 50 vehicles a day on any affecled road segment,
quantify the anticipated ceffect on air ennssions
e action will not result in meeting or exceeding the speeified thresholds

Morcover, the action will not involve an increase in truch traffic of more than
10°% or 50 vchicles a duy on any affected road segment as there has been no local

traflic vn the Line lor over two years and there 1s no overhead iralTic to be

rerouted
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(1) If the pruposed action aflects a Class 1 or nonattainment area under the
Clean Air Act. und will result in cither

(A) An increase in rul truffic ol al least 5095 (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any
segmment of rail line, or

(B3) An inctease in rail yard activily of at Ieast 20% (mcasured by
carload activity), or

(C) An averape increase in truch traffic of more than 10% of the
aveiage daily traffic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road scgment. then
state whuiher any expected increased emissions are within the paramete:s
established by State Implementation Plun  However, for a rail
construction under 49 U S ¢ § 10901 (or 49 U 8 C. § 10505) vrin g case
imvolving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned hine,
only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply

he actiin will not result in mecting or exceeding, the specificd thresholds
Morcaver. the proposed abundonment will not wesull 1n an increase of rail or truch
traffic as there his been no locat tralTic on the Line for over two years and there s
no overhead tralTic (o be rerouted

() IT the transportation of ozone depleung matenials (such as mitrogen
oxide and Freon) s contemplated, identify: the matenals and quantity; the
trequency of serviee, safety practices (including any speed restnctions), the
apphcant’s safety record (1o the extent available) on deratlments, accidents and
spills, contingency plans 1o deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials 1n the event of a collision or
dermiment.

The propuosed abandunment will not alfect the trunsportation of ozone

depleting materials

(6) Noise: Il'any of the thresholds wdentified i atem (5) (1) ol this seetion are
surpassed. state whether Lhe proposed action will cause

(1} An incremental inercase in noise levels of three deaibels | dn or maie,

N/A
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(1) An increase fo a noise level of 65 deetbels Ldn or grealer 11 s0,
identify sensitive receplors (e g schools, libranes, hospitals, residences,
relirement communities and nursing homes) i the project arca and quantify the
naise inerease tor those reeeptors if the thresholds are surpassed

N/A

(7) Safety
(t) Describe any cffects of the proposed action on public health and safuty
{mcluding vehicke delay time at railroad crossings)

I'his abundonment should have no adverse clfect on healih or pubhe
safety 1here are no public crossings und no private crossings on the Line Dunng
saivage operations, if any may be required, precautions will be taken to ensure
publie safety, and contructors will be required to satisfy all applicable health and
safely laws and repulations

(i) If harurdous malerials are expected (o be transporied. identify: the
mulerials and quantity, the frequency of service, whether chemicals are being
transported that, 1T mixed. could react 1o form more hazardous compounds. safely
practices (including uny speed restrictions). the applhicant's safety record (1o the
extent available) on derailments, acerdents and hazardous spills, the contingency
plans 1o deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and accidental release of
hazardous materiuls

| he abandonment will not tesult in the transportation of hazardous
malerials

(i) If there aic any known hazandous waste site or siles where there hawve
been known hazatdous matenals spills on the nght-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

‘ here 1~ no hnown hazardous waste site or sites where there have been

known hazardous matenals smils on the nght-of-way

(8) Biological Resources:
(1) Bascd on consultation with the U S |ish and Wildhite Service, suate

whether the proposed action is hikely to adversely affect endungered or threatened
species O Jdreas designaled as a entical habitat, and il so, describe the effedts

The [TS | ish and Waldlite Service (*1F'WS™) indicates it dovs not own any

4] B Ixnker 1B 6 b Mo 43



lands or interests in land in the vicimity of the proposed abandonment  FWS adds
it dovs not have any concemns regarding real estule matters 1n the abandonment
See Exhbit F, letter dated November 28, 2006. Irom Patnck G Canoll. Scniai

Realty Officer. U S Fish and Wildlite Service

(11) State whether wikdhife sanctuanes or refluges, National or Stale parks
or forests will be affected. and describe any effects

e National Park Service (*Serviee™) indicates the project does not
conflict with the Land and Water Conscrvation 1 und and the Urban Park and
Recreation Recovery programs.  The Scrvice has no additional comments al this
time  See Lxhbit G, letter dated December 27, 2006, from Robert Maydwell.
Grants Management Assistant, Mdwest Region. National Park Service

In a sepurate correspondence from the Regional Environmentul
Coordinator of the Scrvice, the Service indhicates that it has no comment of the
proposed action  See Exhibit H, correspondence postmarked January 9, 2007.
from the Regional Environmental Coordinator. Midwest Regional Office,
National Park Service

[ he Burcau of Land Management (* BIL.M™) indicates there are no | ederal
lands wdministered by the B1.M along the 1alroad ine BI M also notes that some
of the onginal railroad gramts were imiited fee nghts-of-way and may be subject
10 the Railroad Right-of-Way Foifeiture and Abandonment and the Nationat
Trunls System Improvement Act  Sce Dxhiba [ letier dated December 6, 2006,
from Mincia Siechman, Supenisor, Lands and Renewahle Resources eam.

Burcau of Land Management-Easiern States, U 8§ Department of the Intenor
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(9) Waler:
(1) Based on consullalion with Sfate water quality officialy, state whether

the propused action 1s consistent with applicable Federal, State or local
waler yualily standards Descrihe any incansistencies

I he propused exemption should be consistent with applicable Federal,
State or local water quality standards  BNSI' contacted the [1linois I.ovironmental
Protection Agency ("IEPA™) 1L:PA indicates it has revicwed the proposed
abandonment of 1 15 miles of track in C'hinton und Marion Counties, lllinois. and
has determined that no permil is required pursuant 1o Section 402 of the ('lean
Water Act and/ar the National Pollutant Discharge Flimmation System  Sce
I'<xhibit ), letter duled November 28, 21106, from Alan Keller, P.13 . Manager.
Permit Section. Division of Water Poltution Control, Hlinos Lnvironmental
Protection Agency

(1) Based on consuliation wath the 1} S Atmy Corps of Engincers. state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 US (. § 1344) are
reguired for the proposed action and whether any desipmated wetlands or 100-year
flood plains will be affected Describe the eifects

| he proposed abandonment should not requite & Section 404 permat  The
US Army Corps of Engieers ("CORPS™) indicates no wetlands or waters of the
United States would be impacted by the projedd  The Corps further indicates a
Department of the Army  Section 404 permit 1s not requiied. See Exhibit K. letter
dated December 12, 2006, [rom Susan | ). Horneman, Project Manager, Hiinos
Permats Region. St Louis District, Army Coips of 1'ngincers

| he proposed abandonment should not affect any 100-year flood plains

The City of Centrahia indicates the proposed ahandonment wall not affect any 100-

11 SIA ket I8 4 b Nu 250%)



year {loodplain within the segment of rail cast of Cherry Street. The City also
indicates it does not have loodplam maps for the sepment west of Cherry Street
dnd that T plain maps for this segment may be obtained through FFMA - Sce
Lxhibit L., lefler dated [December 19, 2006, from Cesar Jose Suarez, | conomie
Development Director, City of Centraha., 11

() State whether permuts under Scetion 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
USC § 1342) are required for the proposed action (Applicants should contact
the U'S I'nvironmental Protection Ageney or the state environmental profection
or eyuivalent agency 1if they are unsure whether such permits are required)

A permit under Sechion 402 of the (Clean Water Act should not be required
for the proposed action  The 1] 8. Fnviionmental Protection Agency (“FIPA™)
indscates Sevtion 402 of the Clean Water Act requirements should be determined
by the 1 PA. The E.PA adds that in the process of abandomng the ril Jine the
Jdebns should not be discarded along the right-of-way or left in streams or
wetlands. and appropnate meusures should be taken 1o prevent or control
pollutant <pills trom cntering uny watctcourses dunng ttack and cross tie removal
Sce Lxhibil M, electronie vorrespondence dated January 8, 2007, from Irvin
Dakowski, PL, US EPA, Region 5 As noled above, BNSE contacted the
-rPA

As mentioned above, the 1HPA idicates it has reviewed the praposed
abandonment und has delermined thal no permt 18 required pursuant to Seclion
402 of the Clean Water Act and/or the National Pollutant Discharge Llimineiion
System  Sce bxhibat J. Jetier dated November 2R8. 2006, trom Alan Keller,

Manager Pennil Section, [Hinois Environmental Protection Agency
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(10) Proposed Mitigation: [escnbe any actions that are proposed to mitigate
advense environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is
appropriate

1he project itself should mitigaie the environmental ¢flects of reinstating

active rul operations.
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INISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Appheants hereby submit the following information 1equired by
J9CFR § 1105.8(d).

(1) A USGN 1opographu map (or un alternate map drovwen Lo seale and
sufficiently detaded 1o show hualdhngs and other structures in the vicinty of
the proposed ue ion) showiny, the localion of the propesed action, and the
lucations and approximate dimenvions of railroad structures that are 30
years old vr older and are peni of the proposed action,

I he required topograpie map 1s attached to this Report us kxinbit A

{2 A wraten deseription of the right-of-wday (including approximaie widths to the
extent known), and the wopography amd urban andor rural « kracterisiies of
e \urrounding e

The Centralia, linois 1Trichage begins at Milepost 13.97 and ends at

Milepast 1512 berng | 05 mufes i lenpth. | straddles Chinton and Marion

Counties in southern [Hinos al a gencrally flud clevation of 492 feet ubove wea

level  The orgnal township of Centralia was platted hy the Hlinoss Central

Rarlioad, which gave the eity 11s name  Centralia’s 2000 census pupulation was

14.136 The (st mile of the suhjeet track beginming at BNSY s north-south

mainline moves through a resadennal and hight industnal area However, the

sccond mile 1= primarily rumal in nature  [There ate no lederally granted nghts of
way involved

(31 Ciood gualin plustographs (cactual photoyraphic prints. rot photocopies) of
railroad structures on the propeniv that are 50y cars old ;o older amd of the
mmmedarely surroumiding arca

There ae no rathioad structures on the propetty that are 50 years old or

oldr
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t4) The datefs) of construciion of the structure(s), and the dute(s) and exivnt of
uny magor alterations fo the extent such mformation s known,

N/A
(3) 1 brief narratree Instory of carrier operations in the ared. and an
explunation of whal. if any, chunpes are contemplated as a resnlt of the
poposed action
I'he nght-f-way (50 leet in width) was conveyed to The Burlington
Northetn and Santa I'e Raillway Company (INSI) [rom the Missoun Pacific
Railroad (MP). a subsidiary of the Union Pacific, when MP abanduned therr ine
from Sparta to Centralu in 1989 (ref’ inance Docket 31447)  This was a
49 U S C 11343 tiansaction (or carmer to carnier sale) for $10  BNSE opuated

the trachage untid 1995, by which ume there weie no remaining customers on the

line In 20505, BNS changed its name 1o [INSE Rmilway Compuany

A brie] summun y of documents m the carrier 's possession, sich as
engmeerniy drav ings, that mughi be usefud in documenting a siructure that 1

Joumd to he fustorn,

Ducuments 1n BNSF's posseasion concerming this ahandonment
may include alignment maps showing the night-ol~way and/or station
maps Such documents are o latge for practical reproduction in this

report, but can be fumished upon request 1f they are available
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(6) An opinum thaved on 1eadilv avaluble informanon in the redlroud'’s
possession) as o whether the sue undior structures meel the criteria for
listing on the Natwnal Register of Historie Places (36 CFR 60 4), and
whether there is u likelthood of archeological resources or any other
previomly unknown historic properties in the progect area, and the basis for
these opimons (tm hading anv consudtations with the State Thistorne
Preservattom Offive, local histor i al socielies or umiversities),

The Illinois EHhistorical Preservation Apgency (“IHPA™) indicates no histone
propertics are alTected by the abandonment  HHPA adds il has no objection to the
proceeding. Sce Lxhihit N, letier dated December 18, 2006, from Anne L
Haaker, Deputy Stute Histone Preseivation Officer. Ul [istone Preservation
Agency

(%) A descriptum (hased on readily avaloble mformanon in the ralroad’s
possessin) of any known prior subsurfuce gronnd distin hange o fill,
cavirormental condrttom Onurall o currimg or nrenede) that mght affect the

archentugical recovery of 1esources (such as swampy comlitions o the presence
tf tocre wastesd, wind the surronnding ieream

There are no known prior subsurtace goound distuhance or fill, or
any environmenial conditions thal might aflect the ancheological revovery

of resvurees and the surrounding Lerrain

Respectlully submitted.

'YL SIRICKI AND.JR
FINWZABETIL - WAIIF

SIDNEY SIRICKLAND ANID ASSOUIALLS
050 K Street, N W, Suite HH

Washinpton. DC 2(H07

{202) 338-1325

Altorneys o1 BNSH Railway Company

DAILID> March 8. 2007
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Administration

222 5 Poplar Street

Centralia, IL 62801
618-533-7622 Phone
618-532-4534 Fax

www cityofcentralia org

ILLINOIS

December 18, 2006

- Exhibit B
Mr Sidney Strchland

Sudney Strichland and Associates. P 1 €

NS0 K 8§t NW, Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007-510R8

Re STB Dochet No  Al-6 (Sub No 452x) BNSI Railway Co -
Abandonment Fxemption  1n Clhinton and Marion Counties, 11,

Puear Mr Strichland

In reference fo you letter of Nuvember 20, 2006 showing the future abandunment of the BNSE rail-line between
Milepost 13 97 to Milepou 15 02, the City of Centraha linds the proposed abandunment wwnsistent with Jocal land

use plans

1 he City of Centrsha would Tike to the sec the abandoned ruil-line be reused a5 future ndustrial expunsion lor
adjacent businesses owners, a iecreational trail, and/or a City road 10 mprove traftic circulation 1n the area

If you should have any questions please Cesai Suarez. 1 conomic Development Director. or | 4l 618-533-7623

Respecifully.

Ot

Cirant Kleihen/
( 1ty Manager

¢.  Mayor John Stuchmeier
Cusar Suares, Economic Development Director

Linking Opportunities jor Commnerce & Community



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.NW , Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108

TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 e en s
FAX: 202-295-3854 Exhibit C

sitakFa 1 STRICAD AND, TR
Sudiny Su i b luadggnirch] andpllc cuone

Non eniber 20, 2006

John Schwalbach. Burean Chnef

Divisien of Public and Intermoda) Trnsportation
Bureau of Ratlruids

3215 Lyecutive Patk Dnve

Springfivld. IL 62703

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—
Abandomment Exemption — in Clinton and Marion Counties, 11,

Pear Mr Schwalbach

IBNSI" Railway Company (“BNSE") plans to [ile witl the United States Surfice

I tansportation Buad ("$1B™ a Notee at | xemiption seehing authonty in the abuve-
1elerenced duchet 1o abandon 1 05 mules of ralroad line between Milepost 13 Y7 and
Muepost 15 02, near Centralia, 1n Chinton wnd Manon Counties, Hhnos (“the Line™)

Hhis 1 05 mile Centialia, 1L Prackage (Milepost 13 97 - Milepost 15 02) was paet of the
approximately 10 mule Sparta - Centrulia, 11, hine the Unwon Pacitic Ratroud Company
("L} filed 1o abandonment in approsimately 198Y {Missoun Paailic Ralioad Finanee
Docket 31447 deerded Jul 14, 1989, and senved July 20, 19891 Twa UP custemess
Yalley Steel and Mallar Lumber, were served on the | 03 nule Centrali, 11 ] ackage
Rathet than imuate u kengthy and prolesied abandonment proceeding with the customer s,
{IP sought w comvey the 1 05 mile o sachage at Centraha senvmg Vafley Steel und
Muller I umber v Burhingion Northern Ratlroad (* BN™), one of BNSE®s predecessors
3N acqunted the 1 05 miles of trackage at Centralia in a warmier 10 caner tansin ion
under 49 U'S ' 11345 and started serving the customers in approsimately 1989 atter UP
abandunded its Sparta - Centraha hne  This alfowed for unimternupted 1l service w
Valley Steel and Aliller Lumber throughout und following the UP abandenment
proveedings

As vou iy hiow, Vidley Steel went oat of busiticss m approsunatcdy 1991 and Ailler
Lumber burned down in approximately 1995 here were no other customers that used
the 1ine and no tratlic has been handled on the Line since Miller L umber burned down

The trachage and the swvateh of £ of the maen e that served the 1 ine were removed
apptosimate ]y 2060 Due to their high cost ol mamnteninee. BNSE wall routinely remove
awitches from main and branch lnes when they are no longer necessary  Towever. i 1y
not BNSE'S policy 1o remave uack betore pomg theough a formal ahandonment
proceeding BNSE has recently umplemented mteinal cnd external procedunes to ensure

MBIwhes Yo 1B b3 Mo 52V



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W , SurTe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854

SiBHE L L YIAF Al aND IR
Sidney Susk ] gaf = archlapiplle oin

that track removal and the salvage prucess do nol owewr puor 1o reeerving formal §1B
abandonment authonity  However, this Line was salvaged pnor (o those certun measures
being m place

A part ol the environmental report BNSFE 1s prepanng as part of 1ts Notice of Paemphion
with the 5113, BNSF must inqutie with you as to whether or not the propused action 1s

consislent with lueal lund use pluns and st there are any allemnate public uses for the
corndor such as a mghway relocation project and/or recreational trail

For your reference, 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced rahoad Jine  Please
provide thes infonmation to me by December 18, 2006 1F you have any guestions, du not
hesitate 1o contact me at {202) 3138-1325

L hank vou i advance for your cooperation

Ul ////
Sudnayrf Suld.l.md Ir

Enclosures
SI s"\‘-“-

S8 ocdet No 486 1%ab Ao 412V



United States Department of Agriculture %
O/ NRCS Conservation servee

1780 N 4™ Siroet, Bresse IL 62230
Phone (618)526-791UExt 3 Fax (618) 526-8021

Exhibit D

Duecember 8, 2006

Sidney Stnchland and Associates, PLIC
3050 K St NW , Suite 101
Washington, DC 2007-5108

Subject STB Dovhet No AB-6 (v Sub No 452X) BNSJF Rallway Company - Abandonment
Exemption — 1n Chinton and Manon Counties. 1L

1 have reviewed this project and no Pnime Farmland exasts along this section of 1ght of way

Cull 1f vou have any questions

o

Howard Zenner
rstnct ¢ onservationist
Chinton County

Co Robert Ml cese, 585, LISDA, NRC'S, Champaign, I

Tin Naiurd Kt s of srarestumiSarse 1w okt |||;|rl|l|-.il|:u|m-llu Ank e wpuapd wes e gl st an padnl e Ill-rl'l ik land

Il 1% Thpannr ol of Apn uloen {USIMA prolobe degmomoan n il o prosine omt s e on e b o ac weke mizonl wis s disahrld el abeon
Ak sbbh con onul e fumbdduu prentil tes abiron syl ogrenkotnn P mlAnot o polis ol belsd npral Ml e aller e dn mdr ulual s
U omr 1 doned drom o on robls & 1 prygrim (N ] pronled bases oppls e al€ proyrane ) Buron i b inee s ho noguene e paies Mo o
LugImImEn A od paod ol thrtent e ikl b pomoaden e o bdeund crotat TADA s TARGD T Com v w4 3070 5080 %t gt amel IDIB Be it o woruplant
dramouika sk ® USFA Dk i of ¢ nol Bl PR Induperadenns Ay e W Walioghn DL 9'0MY . Jl T 1070 ) gesior {CN07)
WA N UNDA L m apad s pporomns pro adr sdam bowe



United States Daparimant of Agriculture

ONRCS Exhibit E

Nolural Resources { onsarvabion Scrvice

1550 Fant Man

Salem linos 62A4Y

1618) 548 2230 Eat 3 548 2341 (FAX) www il nr = undy Qo

December 6, 206

Sidney Sinchland and Associates, P11 C
JUSOK St NW _ Suite 101
Washington, DC 200607-5108

Re STB Docket No AB 6 (Sub No 452v) BNSI- Ratlroad Company  Abandenment
Fyvemption  n Chinton and Manon County, 1Hhinois

Dear Sir,

The USDA-Naturul Resources Conscryaion Serviee, Salun beld Office offers no comment
regarding the proposed abandonment & on i Munion County. Hlnos

Sucviely.,

o
Tony Antonacel
hstniet Conservatiomst

Ce Buab Mel eese, USDA-NRCON Champaign

The Hl & Oeparinear of Awgicullure (USDA) protul s iy pirmingbnts i all ds pragram= and ofUilies an G lutes of 1000 Colin
nalenal iy, e, ditakilty, and where appicadle e, mgardal slalus, lamilidl = 1atus, pdrental statu -, idhgen, « auul
chientation genrte nformdton, pahis al behots, seprsal, or Ies auve all ar 4 pait of an nxlivdual's necome o, denvad fram any
pubin d&% dante orepram (Ned all probibubesd baso y apgly o alf pre rams ) Moo ¢ e with dis abiites wlos 1eguire siicii@tee menns
far « cannune goan of pregram adarmalen (Braithy, e peprn ornhtap e ob ) ~houkd 1ontat 1SDA s TARW T Canter 11 {207}
720 200 (wone and 10D Tonil* 2 comp heint of ¢h innmsatl o Arde o USEA Doector, tAge Ll Civil Right |, 1400 Iradepgend-=nce
Aveniine S, Wer hingtun, [T 204%0 9410 ™ call (HOO0Y 705 3222 (ap e of [202) 7.0-6187 (TDD) USDA & a0 eual
opixntuntdy provah | and pmplo e ™

Helping People Help the | and

AnEqualL ppornu by P Arder ane] Fon oot
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SN United States Department of the Interior
N
"\r_ ”1/ FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
\s NN/ Bushop Henry Whipple Federal Buslding .
G 1 Federrd Demee Exhibit F
Fort Sneling, MN 55111-4056

IN REFLY REFFR TO

FWS/NWRS-RE - General
Ralroad Abandonments

November 28, 2000

Mr Sudney L Stnchland, I

Sadacy Stachiand and Asaviates. PHEC
ASOK St NW, Suite 1011
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr Stuckland

Ihank you for the opportunity 1o camment on the propoescd abundonment of 1 05 mitles of
ratlroad hine between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centrahia, 1n Chinton and Manon
Counties, lHlimois. S1B Docket No AB-6 (Sub Ne 452X) BNSF Rallway Company

We hay e 1researched our ovwenierships 1in the vicnity and have determined we de not own any
lands or interests mn land m the vicinity of the proposed 1l line shandonment We do not have
dnv coneems repandimg 1eal estate mattera m the abandonmenl

Sincercly,

b 35, (el

Patrnich G Canull
Seinen Realty Officer

l’l vaaiul” uf!lu-“}



United States Department of the Interior

Nualwnal Park Setvice

Midwest Rogon
01 Revartrent Din
Uinaha Nubiasha ok 17

650 2(MWR-P/G)
Exhibit

Mr Sidncy 1. Strichlund, Jr

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
J0SOK St N W., Sune 101
Washmgton, D C 20007-5108

Ofc 2 7 2m

Dear Mr Sinckland

I'his 15 10 response to your November 20, 2006, 1equest that the National Park Service
1espond 1o STB Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No  452X) BNSFEF Ruilway Company
Abandonment I:xemption in Clinton and Marion Counties, Tlhnon

We have jeviewed this pragect 1 relation (o any possible conflicts with the 1 and and
Water Conser vation Fund and the Unhan Park and Recreation Recavery programs and
find there are none  Accordimgly, we hiave no addinonal comments at this tme

You may contact me at 402 661-1546 1f you have guestions or need more infoimation
Sincerely,

"’ngf’/

well
kIl ts Management Assistant
Partneiships- Granls

TAKE PRIDE
INAMERICA <o M



Nuational Patk ServicCae 2oe: —rpe
Midwest Regional Offi e-""‘i"“' W
601 Riverfront Dnve

Omaha, NE 68102

Exhibit H

Sidney Stnckland

Sidney Stnickland und Assoc , PLLC
3050 K Street N.W , Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Re STB Dochet AB-O {Sub 43.°X) wnd 5TR Docki 1 AH 6 (Sub 3607 ), BNSF Ahandonments IL & NI
We have recenad vout letiersof Neagmber 265, 2006 cond eming the above referenced projedts
& We have no communt on your prupased s tions

3] Pleasc addresy ans furiher conespondence abul shuse projects o1 dny project to
the lollow ing xidics

Regonal | nvinunmental ¢ iondimator
Nutienal Pak Sersice

Mudwed Regional Ofice

1] Ravertront Drpe

Chmsha NE oRIG2

Pue tw hinated swkt and 1he menbu of requests we reeeive fur carly comdiation we azk that
COMPUI IS 'IPLIK IL 4 dSSunk we will have po comments on propeds o they have oot heard
from us within W ivs ol our reipl uf the roquest

Mhank yuu,

Regional I'nvirvnnxntyl LY



Exhibit I

United States Department of the Interior

Burcau of I.and Managecment-Eastern States
Milwaukee Ificld Office
626 F Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukce. Wisconsin 53202-4617

MNRII'LY RITIR Y
MuKetinp

December 6, 2006

Sudney Stnckland and Assocates, PLLC
3050 K Street N W, Suite 100
Washinglon, DC 20007-5108

RE STB Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No 452X) BNST Ralway CCompany —Abandonment and
Discontinuance 10 Clinton akl Manon (Counties, 1L

Dear Mr Stnckland

This 1s n 1esponse to your letter of November 20, 2006, to owr office concerning the proposal by
the BNSE Raillway Company (BNSI™) to abandon 1 )5 miles of rmlroad hine between Milepost
1397 and Milepost 15 02, near Centraha, m € linton and Manion Counties, Ithnois

A scarch of our records shuws there are no Federal lands administered by the Buteau of | and
Munagement along the riiroad ine  However, please be aware that some of the onginal rallroad
grants were hmited fee nghts-of-w ay and may be subject 10 the Ratlroad Right-of-Way Fot ferture
and Abandonment Act of March 8. 1922, 43U S (" § 912 (the 1922 Abandonment Act). and the
National Trails System Improvement Act of October 4, 1988, Public [aw 100-470, 16 U S C §
1248 (¢) - (D

I hank you for giving us the opportumty to contment on this proposal  Qur office doues not have
information on the location of wildlife refiges, state or national parks, and slale or national
forests in the immediane vicrmity - You musl contact the I'ish and Wildhfe Service, National Park
Service. National Forest Senvice and State offices to oblain this mlormation  If you reguere
addinional information, please contact mwe at (4§4) 297-4302

Sincerely,

\%&“ i %.Lo. Lsn

Marcia Siechman
Supen ot Lands and Renew able Resources Team



S IHLINOIS ENVIRONMENIAL PROTICTION AGINCY
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Exhibit J
217-782-0610

November 28, 2006

Mr Sudney Stnckland

Sudney Striickland and Associates, PI LG
3050K St -Suite 101

Washinglon, DC 20007-5108

Re  STB Dochet No AB-6 (Sub, No 452X) BNSF Railway Company
Dea Mr Stnchland

lhe Agency has completed its review of the proposed ubandonment of 1 05 mules of
tidch 1in Clinton and Manon Counties, Hlinms, which Pernut Sechon received on
November 27, 2(Hl6  Based on that review the Agency has determined that no permit 1s
required pursuant o Section 402 of the Clean Water At andzor the Nanonal Pollutam
Discharge Elimination System  Information 1egaiding flood plains van be obtained by
gomyg to Lthe web site ot the Federal Fmergency Management Agency

Should you have any questions or comments regarding this letter or ity contents please
contuct Jeit Hutton o the ahove phone number and addiess

Sincerely,

U, 124,

Alan Keller, P E
Muanager, Perrt Section
Division of Water Pollution Conirol

SAK ICH yyadoesimiscdoesthutton\stonmwater letterstSinckland3 doc

¢ Records
Collinswille Regional Office

Fev g ane Ao, Poahyfpn mesn bo bnnl NVl v hifetk} oo g Mg I B ot Iy Mgy NG00 ot b
Iva R ghesin Th o8 HIT Wl ]l 8 P 11 L ™ g 1 ninl. [LLTH LU [ |
histu el ar B on PN U gl | Bsern G0 paEgea Wt o s S St Iy et chanpe 0 Il 0 11T B W
T L LR T UL T o I I TR L I R I PPN R S R [T TYIY LIE S I [ TR S OO " (AVPIR E ITTY £ A (LY I )
T UYWL 1 e B Maad D e g g, wp

[T UTTLIY T T LR



Exhibit K

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST LOUIS DISTRKT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
1222 SPRUCE STREET
ST LOUIS, MI9SOURI 63103-2633
REPMLY TO
ATTENTION OF

[weropbhory 1,0, SAO06

Frquluatsry Branch
File Humd er: Ztime=110%

Ordney L. Strae klamd, J2.,

sodney Strick land and Assoatlatss, |LIC
L K 5t. N.W., Suite 10D])

Washingion, o *0N7=51048

Leear IMr. Stras hluand:

Wee have rewpewed ¢onzt mibmit! ], conreruing Lhe abandonment
of the 1.0% mil-r of fentralia, 1L Trackaygs (Milopost 14.47-
Milipn.t 15,07, nrar septaalia, 1L, 1n clanl snooed Marion
Cfount e, Ilhinean The e et 3 nedar the Howerr Croeal, o
tributuarte t « the Kashaokla River,

oo tion 4ud ol the Clean Waler At as<igns 1. spencabilat e 1
Ple Deamt bty oof the prmy t o admnisior 4 poetnt prenjram 1o
1wpalat  the placement f £all materaal anto wateds o f The Umat-d
Shates, A Sratyun 404 Jerpnt must apihorise the plae ment ot
1111 mleryal anto waters «f Lhe limited States, be-law oo dinacy
high water obhevatiun, or 10 wellarmds adjacent to these wit its,

Boaot 1 upnn v tovtew Af the 1o (e loqical Durvey 7.5 minute
togs gqraphical weap, oa]l rarvey amd Not1omal Wot land Ineent xy
Mijt, W Flormamed that no o wet land s oz waters of thee Unted
dib- = werldd b otmpaar ted Ly vonir jaojecl. As a result of thas
determination, a Department of the Army, Section 404 permit is
not required for thas project. Thi- veritivation 18 vald tor
frve goars trem the ddate nl This Ted Lo

Thais - mnatyen 1 appliceble only to th- pormil presgram
admittaswtore 4 by the " rps o1 Faginyeors. 1t des pot oliminate
Lhee taesd tov bt 470 olher Fiederal, Gbtate ar leweal appr vils before
Poginnang werk,

Tl e reminte s Vhat oltleasgh y=ur proposal 1 nd neesd a
“otien 4 permit, bavesd o your satmirttesd plans, o any oremisons
te Jout propeeaal may bosubopesect o to Sectaon A0 aned roegune
supseapir L authoris ot o0 trom Lhie ollire.



-
- -

It y Al have any quesl 1ens o nestning 1his mattor, o not
hessatates Ly eresntact tthnck Crocker at (314) 331-8BR10. Please
refor to tile number 200R-] 10,

“rneer=~ly,

%U"MLQJHMMWM

e dn ILiadJ. Horne men
Projpert Manarge:
I11}int y Permil = Fegion

vpile- Fornesh d:

Mi. tanl Mueer, Illaneaas Departmenl ol Halutal Beoaouree:s
Mr. Twee Allrr n, T1lin 1 knvirenmental [Frotectlon sy ey



Administration

222 S Poplar Street
Centralia, IL 62801
618-533-7622 Phone
618-532-4534 Fax

www cityofcentrahia org

ILLINOIS

Deceniber 19, 2006
o ' Exhibit L

Mr Sidney Srichland

Sidney Stinchland and Associates, PILC
IOK S N'W, Surte 101

Washington. 1DXC 20007-5108

Re S113 Dochet No AB-6 (Sub No 452x) BNSE Rarlway Co -
Abandonment Fxemption  1in Clinton and Manon Counnies. 11

D>eur Mr Strichland

In reterence 1o you letter of November 20, 2006 showing the future abandonment of 1the BNSF rml-hine between
Milepost 13 97 1o Milepost 15 02, the Crty_ of Centraha finds the proposed abandonment will not aflect any_100-
year luodplain within the corpurate limits of the City~ the segment of rail cast of Cheiry $trect

the attached | ko Plam Map shows the segment cast of Cherry Ay for the segment 1o the West of Cherry the
C'ily cannot womment as we do not have any floodplain maps for this aren  Flood ptain maps may be obtamed
thiough T MA

It you should have any yuestions please Cesar Suarez, Economic Development Director, or | at 618-533-7623
Respectiully.

,AW,CZ

Cusar Jose Suares
Liconomie Development Dueetor

v CGrant Kleinhens, Cidy Manaper
Mayor John Stuchmeer
Brian Copple. Public Works

I inkang Qpportaniires for Commerce & Community



QHpAD WY

CITY OF
CENTRALIA,

ILLINOIS -
MARION AND CLINTON i
COUNTIES

(ONLY PANEL PRINTED)

]

COMMUNITY-PANEL NUMBER
170453 0005 C

EFFECTIVE DATE: | .
DECEMBER 18, 1984 |+

Federal Emergency Management Agency

' KEY TO MAP
SDIUYu; Flvod Boundary — - —-~ SRR
100\ ear Flood Boundary - —-~——

loi'! Pesignanons®

]
IOP Year #loud Houndary —~  —-~
50 Year FMood Boundary — ———-

Base Flood Elevanion Line
WII‘h Elevation In Feers®

Bo* Maod Elessuon in F get {EL9BT}
I\I}lre Uniform Within une**

Eictalhion Relerence Mark RM7x
Zo!’ll D Boundary - —
Ilqer Mile sM15

"lhlell.mrd tu Thr Natwonal Gradetis Vernical Oatum of 1929

iEXPLAN.‘\TION OF ZONE DESIGNATIONS

Zi)NI' EXPLANATION

A Arcas of 100-year Nood bave Ruod clevations and
ﬁ Nood harard facton not determined

ho Arexs of 100 ear shallow fooding where depthy

arg between une (1) «nd theee [3) teet, mverage dopthy
! ol inundanion are shuwn, bt no ticod hasard [aclors
| afe diternnnad

;M Areay of 100 yrar shillow flocaing wiwre depths
are beiween one (1) and three (3} feer, Lne fluod

1 elevations are shown, but no Hood harard factors
Jre determwmned

Al A3D Area. of 100 vedr flood, bast liwod elevations and
floud hazard 1acrors determined

A8 Argas ol 100 year llgod to be piotected by Howd
1 prolectivn  syslem under ctonstiuebion, bae flood
tlevanans ¢nd flowd hazard faciors not deternined

le Areas between limuts of thy 100 year llood ana 400
yedr loud, or cLitam areas subject 1o 100 year llood
ing with dverdge depths less 1han one [1) toot or whese
the contributiag dranage Jiia s less thin one square
mile, or st ay protected by levees Trom the base Nond

{Medwm shading}
c Artas ul minumal flooding (No shasing)
lp Anay ol undeteummed, bul possible liood hazads
v Areas of |00 year voanlal flood with velpuity [wavn

actian} base flood elevatinny and finod hazard faclars
nof determined

vivih Areas of 100 year coastal Hood with vilouny [wave
acuion], past Nuod elevahony and fluod razard factars
i det-nnmed

MfArErfr YF gt
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|WebMail] : WebMail

websiigpros.

Page 1 of 2

Fshibit M

nd y Username Ia
Home Compose Address Bol_llr Optwons I-ll-l-l-lllll , (1an.thomas@

— |
‘sq Inbox(30) Message
ig) Dwleted ltems From:Dzikowsk_livin@cpamail epa gov
'y Sent To:lan Thumas <ian thomas@stncklandplic rom 2

Subject:Re Mruposed Raifroad Abanduninent in Cenudha, Ik STB Docket No A
Date:08-Jan-0/ 03 5% PM
Attachments:US EPA Centrahia Tmihal Lntter doc Centraka, It Map pdf

Forward J
InLne Mext

< Pn

Repty | Repiy Al |

Mr Thomas

We have no record of having recetved any comespondence regarding this
proposad abandonment exemption However, based on your request for a
1esponse via e-mail and informabon in the attached e-mail we offer the
following n reply The decision as to the need for permits under

Section 402 of the Clean Water Act shouid be determmed by the lihnois
Environmental Proteclion Agency Further, m the process of abandoning
the rail ine, none of the debns may be discarded along the nght of

way or lefl in streams or wellands or the banks of such waterways

During track and cross he removal, appropnate measures must be taken
to prevent or control spills from fuels, Jubricants or any other

pollutants from antenng any walercourses

irvinJ Dzikowsk, P F

lan Thomss

<ian thomas@str

icklandplic com

> Tao

Irvin Dakowski/RS/USEPA/US@EPA
01/02/2007 cc

03 03 PM

Subject
Proposed Rairoad Abandonment in
Centraha, IL

Hi Mr Dzikowski,

hitp:/‘'myvmail webhstientos com™Mail/MalView ofin”’ld 13584556&Nr 2&mu\Nr 99 11952007



Exhibit N

Illinois Historic
c=—m=== Preservation Agency

I'..l Vaice (217) 782-4836
A 1 Old State Capiiol Plaza » Springfield. llinois 62701-1512 = Teletypewnter Only (217) 524-7128

www ilinois-history gov

Various County

Centralia
Railroad Abandonment
Between Milepost 13.97 and Milepost 15.02
ITHPA Log #013112706

December 15, 2006

Sidney Strickland

Sidney S8trickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W. Ste. 101

Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

¥We have reviewed the documontation submitted for the refersnced project{a) in
accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4. Based upon the information provided, no historac
prcperties are affectad., We, therefore, have no cbjection to the undertaking
proceeding as planned

Please retain this letter in your files as evidence of compliance with section 106
of the Natiocnal Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. This clearance
remaine in effect for two years from date of issuance. It does not pertain to any
discovery during construction, nor 1s it a clearance for purposes of the Illinois
Human ESkeletal Remains Protection Act (20 ILCS 3440}).

If you have any further questions, please contact me at 217/785-5027.

Sincerely,

Anne E. Haaker
Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

Prnrext on Rerviled Puagon v



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 (. F.R.1105.7(c) and 8{c)

BNSF Railway Company {(“BNSE™), by and through s authonzed epresentative, Sidney L
Strickland, Jr, cerifies that on March & 2007. BNSF sent copies of the foregoing Environmental
and Histoue Reports by first olass mail 1o the [ollowing apencies.

Ms Viclona Rutson

Chuel, SIFA

Surfuce Framportation Board
395 L Sueel. S W

Washington D C 20423-0001

Alan Keller, P I

lhinors Environmental Proluchion Agency
1021 North Grand Avenuoe | ast

PO Hux 19276

Springficid, Hlhnows 627949276

Patrick (G Carroll

Big River Region
11N Fish and Wildhie Service
1 } ederal Dnve

BHW I edural Butlding
Fort Snelling, MN 5511 1-1056

B3uan Copple. Public Works
114 E. 5® Strewt
Centraha, L. 62801

John Suhwalbach, Buieau ¢ hiel

vision ol Public and Inermnidal Franspontation
Burcau ol Ralroads

1213 Execulive Park Dnve

Spingticld, 1 62703

Irvin Daihowsha

Frnvironmental Protection Agency
Repion S

77 West Jackson Boulevand
Chicago. )L 60604-3540)

United States Department of Agniculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
2118 W Park Courd

C hampaign. 11. 61821

Susan L. J {lomeman, Project Manager
U S Ammy Corps of Fnpineers

St 1 ows Iintrict

1222 Sprice Slicet

St 1o, MO 61103-2833

Marcia Stiechman

(1S Burcau of Land Management Fastem Slales
Milwaukee I"ield Office

&0 . Wisansin Ave

Suite 200

Milwauhee, W1 332021617

lohn Stuchmuier. Mayor

( entialia C'uty 1lall

2228 Poplar St (U1 & S1)
Cemiahia, I 62801

Rohert Maydwell
Natiwmal Path Servee
Midwest Repion

601 Riverfronl Drive
Omaha, NI 68102-1226

Anne [ Haaher

IHimoss Histone Preservation Ageney
Pieservalmn Serves

K1 Old State Cupitol Plaza
Springfiehd. 1l 62701-1507

518 Dovkes No IB-61Smb Mo 4520)



Clinton € vunly Board of Commissioners
PU Box 308

County Courthouse

Carlyle, 5l 62231-0%)8

Grant klemhenz, City Manager
City of Centrahia

2228 Popla Strect

Centralia, Il 62801

Iony Antonucer. District Conservationis
Natural Resources ( ‘'onservalion Service
1550 Easl Mam

Salem, [llinos 62881

Cesar Jove Suares

Fonnomic Develupment Director
City of Centiaha

2228 Paplar Street

Centralia 11. 62801

Office of the Governer
State of Hlnos

207 Stotehouse
Sprmgficld, Ii. 62706

Sam Nall

Mation Countly Board Chanman
P O Box 637

Salem, Hllinors 62881

Howard Zenner. Distoict Consenvatiomist
Natural Resources  onseivation Service
1780 N 4™ Streut
Breese, 1L 62230

Regional I nvironmental Coordinator
Nalional Park Scrvice

Midwest Regional Office

601 Riverfront Dnve

(Ymaha, NE 68102

Nutional Oceanie and Aunospheric Administration
Nalwonal Guodetiv Survey

1315 Lasi-West Highway

Silver Springs. MI) 20010- 3282

The required cover letters (pursuant L 49 C F R 1105 11} are attached hereto BNSE has
vonsulied with all appropnate agencies in propaimg the 1eports

.w (7
SﬁrcM )_ﬁ
“ildnuyl n.kland Jr

Sidney Stnchland and Associates, P LC

050K SI NW,

Suite 101

Washmgton, DT 207

7 STE Narkes No 1A A iSub Mo 1Y)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC

SIONT Y | NIRN RLAND SR

Ms Viiona Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface l'ransportation Board
JSESinet. SW
Washington D C 20423-0001

3050 K 51. N.W.,, Bure 101
WAsHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1328
Fax: 202-208-3854

March B, 2007

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—-Abandonment
Exemption — in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear My Ruton

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSE"') plans on Thng with the
Surface I'mansporiation Board (*8113™) a Nolice of I'xemption seching authonty ta abandon | 05
miles of 1ailread line between Milepost 13 97 und Milepost 18 02, near Centralia, in Clinton and
Manon Counties, llinois (the “1 me™)  Attached are Lovironmental and Historic Reports
desunbing the proposed action and any expecled environmental and histonie effects. as well as a
map of the atficled area

M8 Doclet o 4B-6 (Sxbh N 1520)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. N.W., Sume 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX. 202-295-3854

Sibve | SYRa kAN Tk

March 8. 2007

{imited Sintes Depuriment of Agrculfure
Natural Resources Conservation Service
2113 W Park Courl

Champaign. 1l 61821

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear $ir or Mudam

On or aboul March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (*“BNSF™} plans on filing with the
Surfacc [ ransportation Board (S 1B™} a Notice of I'xemption seching authonty to abandon 1 05
mifes of raslroad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 O, near Centralia, m Clinton and
Manon ( cumties, [linos (the 1 me™)  Attached are Environmential and 1 hslone Reports
desentbing the proposed action and any cxpected environmental and historie effects. as well as 2
map of the afTected area

We are providing, these 1eports 50 thut you may 1eview the intormation that will form the
basis for the S 1R’ indopendent enviionmental and historic analyses of this proceeding, 1T any of
the mformation 1s misleading or incorrect, 1if you beheve that pertinent mformation 15 missing, or
1f you have any questions about the & [ B*s environmental review process, please contact the
Seetion of Favironmental Analysis (SFA), Suince Transportation Board, 3195 F Street, S W,
Washingion, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and reler to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable siatules and regulahons imposw stumgent
tleadlines for processing thns action, your written comments to S1A (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within thiee weehs

Yuul commenis will be considered by the $1B in evaluating the environmental and/or
histori. presenvation impacts of the contemplaied action  If there are any guestions concerming
Ihis proposal, please cuntact the undersigned by telephone ut (202) 338-1325 or by inmil a1 Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLIC, 3050 K Sircet, N W, Sunte 101, Washington, IX' 20007

I hank yuu n advance for your couperation

Smnerely. M

b1 | '54';'{.'“-

STB Pendot No 4B-61Snb Na 152\}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3080 K ST. N.W., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

Sy [ SIRK M AND, IR

March 8. 2007

Alan Keller, P L

lIhpors Environmental Prolection Agency
1021 North Cirand Avenue East

PO Box 19276

Springfield, lhnms 62794-9276

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub, No. 452X) BNSF Ruilway Company—Abandonmens
Exemption - in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Mr Keller

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSI™) plans vn filing with the
Surface 1ransportahon Board (“S1B™) a Nolice of L:xemption secking authunity Lo abandon 1 05
mles of ralroad hne between Milepust 13 97 and Milupost 15 02, near Centralia, ur Chnton and
Manon Countses, [lnoss (the “Line™)  Attached are Lovirunmental and Histoiwe Reports
desuribing the propused action and any expected environmental and historic effeels. as well as a
map of the affccred orea

We are providing these repords so that you may review the informntion that will fonn the
basis for the $113's independent environmental and hatoric analyses of this procevding  If any of
the mformation 15 migleading or muairecl, 1If you belicve that pertient information 15 inisvng. vr
if you have any questions about the S TB™s environmental review process, please vontact the
Scetion of Lnvinonmental Analysis (SEA). Surface 1ransportabon Board, 395 F Steet, S W.
Waslungton. 1)XC' 20423-0001, |ckephane (202) 245-0295. and refer to the sbove Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) DBecauw the applhicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this sction, your wnitlen comments tu SEA (with a copy 1o the
undersigned) would be apprecrated within three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the $11B in evaluating the enviionmental and‘or
historic preservation impacts ol the contemplated action  §f there are any questions concerning,
this propusal. please contact the undersigned by telcphone at (202) 338-1325 or by mal at Suiney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 1050 K Strect, N W, Suite 101, Washington, 1) 20007

['hank you m advance for your couperation

Sinceiely,

STE Docket Np. 48-6 (Swh No #1520



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Sume 101
WasHiNGTON, DC 20007-5108
TeELEPHONE: 202-33B-1325
Fax: 202-205-3854

SIGNEY | SIRK K1 AND, JR

March &, 2007

Susan |, ). llomeman, Priject Manager
U S Armmy Corps of Lngineers

St Lows Dirict

1222 Spruce Strect

St Louns, MO 63103-2813

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Ms llomeman

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company {“BNSk™) plans on liling with 1he
Surface Transportation Board (“S I'B™) a Notice of Exemption seching authorsty to abundon 1 05
mkes of rairoad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centralia, i Clinton and
Murion Counties, lhmois (the “[.ine¢™) Auached are Environmental and Histonic Reports
describmg the proposed action and any eapeeted environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the aflected orea

We are providmg these reports so that you may review Ltho mformation thut will form the
bauis fur the 818" independent envirunmental and historie analyses of this proceeding I any of
the mlivmation 1s misleadmg or incorrect. if you helieve that pertinent information 15 missing. or
it you have any quesiums about the STB s environmental review process, please cuntact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SFA), Surface Transpurtation Board, 395 E Stiwet. S W,
Washingion. DC 20423-1001, |clephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 {Sub No 452X) Bevause the applicable statutes and regulations impose strimgent
deadlines for processing this action, your writien comments ta SEA (with a copy to the
undervgned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be convidered by the S1'B in evaluating the environmental and’or
histone preservation impacts of the contempiated action [ theie are any questions concerming
this proposal. please conticl the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Suickland and Associates, PLLL, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Waslungton, DC 20007

I hank you m adviince for your cooperation

Sincercly, [ | , ?/9 -

Sidney!{ Stmchland, Jr
Iy me
SI.S/eew

STB D ket No AB-6 (Sub No. 452V}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3080 K ST N.W., SurTE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108

TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854
S vl Sirxnrano Ik
) ) March 8, 2007
Brian (‘L:Pple. Public Works
14 L 5™ Streel
Centralia, 1L 62801

Re: STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X} BNSF Railway Company—Abandenment
Exemption ~ in Clinton and Marion Countles, IL

Dear Mr. Copple

COn or about March 28, 2007, BNSIH Railway Company (*BNSE™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB") 4 Nouce of Exemption seehing authonty to abandon [ 05
mulus of rairoad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centralia, in C'hnton and
Manon Counnes, llhnois (the “Line™) Attached are Environmental and Histonic Reports
desciibing the propased action and any expected cnvironmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the stfecivd area

We are providing these reports su Lhal you may 1eview the information that wall [bim the
basts for the § | I¥'s independunt envitonmental and histoi i analyses of this proceeding 11 any ol
the information s mislcading or incorret, if you believe thal pertinent information 1s missing, vr
if you have any questions about the S 1 B’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (S1:A), Suriave Trunsportation Board. 395 I, Street, S W,
Washington. DC' 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Bevause the applicable stututes and regulalions impose sirmgent
deadlines for processing thi action, your written commuents 10 SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by Lhe STB i evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action I there are any questions conceiming
thi praposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone al (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Stnckland and Avsociates, PLLC, 3050 K Strect, N W . Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

T hank you in advance tor your cooperation

7
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3080 K ST. N.W., SUE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TeELEPHONME: 202-338-1325
Fax; 202-295-3854

Suwt ¥ L SIRE hLANW, IR

March 8. 2007

Patrich (i Carroll, Semior Realty Officer
1S Fish and Wildhfe Service, Region 3
BHW Tederul Building

One INederal Dnve

Fort Snclling, MN 55111-4056

Re: STB Ducket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Compuny—Abandonment
Exemption — In Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Mr Carroll

On ur about March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company ("BNAF") plans on filmg with the
Surface Iransporiation Board (“5TB") a Nutic of lixemption secking authority 1o abandon 1 05
miles of rasiroad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15.02, near C entralia, tn Chinton and
Marion Counties, 1Hlinoss (the “l.me™) Attached are Environmental and Histone Reports
describing the proposed activn and any expected environmental und histurie effects. as well as 2
map of the afTected area

We arc providing thesc reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB"s independent environmental and histone analy ses of this proceeding I any of
the mformation 1» misleading or meosrect, 1l you behieve that pertinent information 15 missing, o
if you have any guestions about the STH's environmentat review process, please contaut the
Secuon of Environmental Analysis (S[.A), Surface Trunsportation 13card, 395 E Street, S W',
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Felephunc (202) 245-0295, and refer to the ahave Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because thy applicable statules snd regulations impuse stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your witten comments to $1:A (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within tice weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STI3 in evaluating the enviionmental and/un
historic preservation impacis of the contemplated action | there are any questions concerning
(his proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sudney
Stricklund and Assocuites, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Sune 101, Washington, DC 20007

Fhank you 1n advance for your couperation

Sincercly, %z; )
Sidnev | Strickland, J /

ST Dockes No. 4B-6 (Sub Na 452\



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3060 K 8t NW , SuitE 101
WasHiNgTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDHEY | STRI REAMD JR

March 8. 20017

Jobn Stuchmeier, Mavor
Centiahia Cry |lall

222 S Popla 5t (U S 51)
Centralia, II 62301

Re: STB Docket No. AB-§ (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Raitway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Mr Stuchmeier

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company {“BN5F™) plans on filing wih the
Surface T ransportation Board (S TB™) u Notice of Exemption scehing authority to abandon 1 05
miles of ratlroad hine between Midepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centralia. in Clintom and
Manon {"ounties, Imors (the “Lane™} Attached arc Envioninental and | historie Reports
descrihing the proposed action end any expeeted envaronmental and historic effects, s well asa
map of the aflected area

We arv providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form e
hasis for the $1B" independent environmental and hustoree analyves of this proceeding  If any of
the information 1s sleading or incomect, 1If you belivve thal pertinent information 1y missing. or
if you have any questions about the STI3's emvironmental review process, please contucl the
Section of Environmenial Analysis (SEA ). Surface Transportation Bourd, 395 E Steeet, S W,
Washington, D¢ 20423-0001. l'elephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub Nou 452X) l3ecausc the appheable statutes and regulations impose strmgent
deadhines for piucessing this action, your written commients o SE:A (with 2 copy o the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the 8118 1 evaluating the environmental and/or
hislonc preservalion impacts uf the conlemplated action  If there are any questions concerming
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail o1 Sidney
Stnchland and Assourates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, 1 20007

T'hank you in advance for your conperation

Sinceicly,

%éklmd. I J !
osure

SLS eew

STE Pocket No 485 (Sub Ne 452%)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W , Suite 104
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FaX: 202-295-3354

Sl Y LSRN RLAND L

March 8. 2007

Marcia Sicckman

U S Burcau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwauker: Neld OfTice

626 1+ Wraonsin Ave

Sune 200

Milwauheu, WI 53202-4617

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Compuny—Ahandonmernt
Exempition — in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Ms Siecchman

On vr about March 28. 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSE") plans on filing with the
Surface [ransponiation Board (“STB™) a Notice of ixemption secking authonty to abandon 1 05
miles of railrvad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepest 15 02, near Centralia, i € Imion and
Manion € ounties, Hlinois {the “I ine™) Atiached are Environmental and Historic Reports
descithing the proposed action and any expected environmental und historic eftects, as well asa
map of the aflected azea

We are providing these 1eports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis jor the § | B"s independent environmental and hisiune unalyses of this proceeding I any of
the information 1~ mislcading or incurrect, 1 you beheve that pertinent informatson 1s misvng. vr
1f you have any questions abaut the 5T 's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Faviranmental Analysis (SkA), Surface Transportation BBoard, 395 1: Street. SW .
Washmgton, X 20423-0001. TI'clephone {202) 2:5-0295, and refer 1o the above Dockel No
AB-6 (Sub Nuv 452X) Becausc the applicable siatutes and regulations impose sirngent
deadlines for processing this action, your wrilten comments to SIEA (with a copy Lo the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weehs

Your commenis will be considered by the §1B 1n evaluating the envirenmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  If these are any questions concenming
this pioposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by maul at Sudney
Stnichland and Associates, PLI C, 3050 K Strect, N W, Suste 101, Washington, DXC 20007

Thank vou 1n advance for your cooperation

Sincerely,

Sidney J{ Strichland, Jr /
EnciBsure
SLS/eew

STB Pen ket No AB-4 (Sub o 452})



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.NW,, Suite 101
WasiinGgTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1328
Fax. 202-203-3854

SiDaal v | SERRAL SN, R

March 8. 2407

John Schwalbach, Bureau Chief

Division of Public and Intermodal Transporiation
Burcau of Railroads

31215 Exevutive Park Drive

Springfield, 11. 62703

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Swh. No. 452X} BNSF Raiiway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Mr Schwalhach

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSF Ralway Company (*BNSI ™) plans on filing with the
Surface [ mnsportation Board (“S1B™) a Notice ol Lxemption seching authonly to sbandon 1 03
miles of railroad line between Milepost 13.97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centrala, m Clinton and
Marnion Countwes, Hllmons (the “Lnce™) Attached are Environmental and Historxe Reports
describing the proposed action and any expecied environmental and historic effects, as well as a
mup ol the affected arca

We ure providing these reports so thal you may review the informauon that will form the
basis for the ST13’s independen environmeninl aml hwtoric analyses of this proceeding  If any of
the information 1s misleading or incormect, i you believe that perttnent information 1s missing, or
il you have any questions abuut the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Sectien of Lovironmental Analysis (SFA), Surface Transportation Board. 395 | Street, S W
Washington, XX 20423-0001, [elephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to The abuve Diwhet No
AR-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable stawtes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines [or processing this action, your wnitten comments to SEA (with a copy Lo the
undersigned) would be appreciated wilhin three weeks

Y our comments will be convidered by the S 1B in evaluating the environmental and/or
historie preservation impacts of the wontemplated action I there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at {202) 338-1325 or by manl at Sidney
Strichland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Strect, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

| hank you in advance for your cooperaiion

Since .Iy. ( %M//

idney I Stchland, Jr

5 Sfeew

STB Dockot No (5-6 (Sub Nu 452%)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SutTe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TeELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3834

SMunEY | SIRE RLAND IR

March 8. 2007

Irvin Dztkowsha

Favironmenial Protection Agency
Region 5

77 West Jachson Boulevard
Chicagw, I1. 60604-3590

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandunment
Exempiion — in Clinton and Marion Connties, IL

Dear Mr. Dnhowski.

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSF Raillway Company (“*BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface [ransportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seckimg authonty to abandon | 05
miles of ratlroad hine hetween Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centralia, in ¢ hnton and
Manon Counties, lltinos (the “Line™)  Attached ate Fuvironmental and Historic Reports
desunibing the proposed action and any expected environmental and histonie cffects, as well as a
map ol the ellected arca

We are providing these reports so thal you may review the information that will form the
basis for the S 1By independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding 1T any of
the mfurmation s masleading or incorrect, 1If you beheve that pertinent information 15 nissing, or
i you have any questions abount the STH™s environmental review process, please contat the
Section of Lavironmental Analysis (SEA), Surlnce Transportation Board, 395 F Sireet, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the abave Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X). Becuusc the applicable stalutes and regulations unpuose stringent
deadlines lor processing this aclion, your wntten comments to SFA (with a copy to the
undensigned) would be appreciated within three wechs

Yuur comments will be considercd by the $1 13 in evalunting the environmental an/o
historic preservation impacis of the contemplaled action [T there are any questions concemmng
this proposal. please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by maul at Sidney
Stnickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washimgton, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your couperalion

SmC klund. Jr yida

ST8 Dorket No 1 B-6 (Sub. N 452%)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
050 K ST N.W, Buite 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX 202-285-3854

St ¥ [ S5k k1 AND, JR
t

March 8. 2007

Robert Maydwell
National Paik Scrvice
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Dnive
(Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandosment
Exemption — in Clinton and Murion Counties, IL

Dear Mr Maydwell

On ur about March 28, 2007, BNSI Railway Company (“BNSF) plans on filing with the
Surface 1ransporialion Board (*S'1B”) a Notice of kaemphion seching authorty to abandon 1 05
miles of 121lroad Line between Milepost 13.97 and Milepost 15 02, neai Centralia, in Clinlon and
Marien Caunties, Hinos {the ] ine™) Attached are Fnvironmental and Historie Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, s well as a
map of the affeeted aren

We are providing thuso reports ~o thal you may review the information thal will Jormn the
basis for the S18°s independent enviionmental and historic analyses ol this proceeding  If any of
the information 18 misleading or mcoirect, 1 you behieve that pertinent information 1 missung. or
if you have any questions about the S113's envirvnmental review process, please wontact the
Sectwn of knvironmental Analysis (SFA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 F Street, S W,
Washingion, XC 20423-0001, Ielephone (202) 245-0295, and refer {v the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable satutes, nnd regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your writien comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would he apprecialed within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservalion impacits of the contemplated acuon  If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 w1 by mail at Sudney
Stnchlund and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Sucet, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincercly g 7
#ga\hnd. It /
Clusure

Sl Meew

STR Dorkes No 486 (5uk. An 412Y)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W., SuiTe 101
WASHWNGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHORE: 202-338-1325
Fax- 202-295-3654

ot ¥ L. SIRX KiAND, JR

March 8. 2007

Annc I§ Haaher

[llinars Histone Prescrvation Agency
Preservation Services

#1 OM Stte Capitol Plaza
Springlicid, 11. 62701-1507

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Clinion and Marion Counties, /L

Dear Ms t[aaker

On or sbout March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surface | ranspurtation Board (S | B™) & Nutice of Lxemptivn scehing authanty to abandon 1 05
miles of railroud line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centralia, in Chinton and
Marion Counlies, Hlinos (the “1.ine™) Attached are Environmental and 1 historic Repurts
Jdesunbing the proposed action and eny expected environmental and historic effects. ns well as o
map uof the affected arca

We are providing thesc reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the S 1B's independent environmental amd historic analyses of this proceeding  [{ any of
the information 1 misleading or incorrect. it vou befieve that pertinent mformation 1 missing, o
if you have any questions about the STH's envitonmental review process, please contact the
“wection of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface 1ransporiation Board, 395 E Stieet, S W,
Waushington, DC 20423-0001, |ekephone (202) 245-0295, and refer (o the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable stututes and regulutions impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your wniiten comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the S 13 m evalvating the environmental and/or
Instoric preservation impacts of the coniemplated action  If there are sny questions concerning

this proposal, please contact the undersipgned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
“irichland and Associates, Pl | ¢, 1050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

"I'hank you 1n advance fur vour cooperation

ILID\HII.‘
SL.S/eew

STB Ducket N A8-61Sub Na 452\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Sute 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-51
TELEPHONE. 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854

Yiunt ¢ L SIRE k1 AND IR

March 8. 2007

Clmion County Board of Commissioners
PO Box 308

¢ ounty Courthouse

Carlyle, 11, 62231-0308

Re: STB Doclet No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exempiion - in Clinton and Marion Counlies, I

[Dear Sirs amd Madam

O)n or about March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board (“S1B") a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon | 05
miles of railruad line between Milepost |3 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centralia, in Chinton and
Marion Counnies, Hmuors (the “L.me™)  Attached are Favironmental and Historic Reparts
descring the proposed action and any expected environmental and hiswrw efTects, as well as o
map of the affected arca

We are pruviding these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
busts for the STB’s nkdependent cnvironmental and historic analyses of this proceeding It any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 18 missng. or
if you have any questions about the 8 [B’s environmental review procoss. please contact the
Scetron of Environmental Analysis (SEA). Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Strect, S W,
Washington, IX' 20423-0001, l'elephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stnngent
deadhines lor provessing ths action, your writien comments lo SEA (with a copy (o the
undersigned) would he appieciated withm three weeks

Yuur commenis will be considered by the $1B in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action  If there are any questions concerning,
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 3381325 or by mail at Sidney
Sirickland and Assouates, PLLC, 3050 K Strect, N W . Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you tn advance for your cooperation
Sidneyfl. St whland, Ji i

hure
SLSew

Smeerely,

578 Doclrt No AB-6(5ub Na 452X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K St N.W., SuITe 104
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE' 202-338-1325
FAx: 202-295-3854

S Y1 ST k1 AND, JR

March 8. 2007

Sam Nall

Manon Couniy Board Chanman
P ) Box 7

Salem, lHlinon 62881

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Raliway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Clinion und Marion Counties, IL

Dear Mr Nall

On or about March 28. 2007, BNSF Ratlway Company {“BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Sinface Transportation Board (S I'B”) a Notice of Exemption secking authority 10 abandon | 05
miles of railroad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centralia. m Clinton and
Manion Counties, lllinois (the “Line™)  Attached are Environmenta! and Hhstone Reports
deseribang the proposed action and any expected environmental and histone effects, as well as o
map of the aftected aiea

We aic providing these reports so that you may review the information that will foom the
hawis for the S1B°s independent environmental and histone analyses of this proceeding 11 any of
the forination 1s misleading o1 meommect, i vou believe that perfinent information 1s missing, or
it yuu have any questions about the 5 T3 's environmuental review process, please coniact the
Seution of [ pvironimental Analysis (SIA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S W..,
Washingion, DU 20423-0001. Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable slatutes and regulationy impuse sinngent
deadhimes [or processing this action, your writien commeiis 1o SEA (with a copy lo the
undenigned) would be appreciated within three wechs

Your comments will be considered by the 5 I'B 1n evaluating the environinental and/or
lustone prescrvation impucts of the contemplated svtion  If there are any questions conceming
this proposal, please contadt the undersigned by telephone at (202) 318-1325 or by muil at Sidney
Stischland and Assocuites, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W, Swite 101, Washmgion, DC 20007

Thank vou 1n advance for your cooperation

SI Sfeew

ST8 Docket Na AB-§ {Sub Na 452\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. N.W., SurTe 101
WasiGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAx: 202-295-3854

SIDNFY | SIRN RLAND, IR

March 8, 2007

Grant Klemhenz, ('ity Managoe:
City of Centiaha

322 % Paplar Street

Centralia, 1. 62801

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 {(Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railwgy Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Clinton and Marion Couniles, IL

Dear Mr Kleinhenz

On or about March 28. 2007, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing, with the
Surface ransportation Board (S I'B") a Notice of Fxemptson seeking authonty to abandon | 05
miles of milroad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centralia, i C'linton and
Marion Counttes, lllinoms (the *Lne™) Anached are Environmental and Historic Repoits
descrbing the proposed action und any eapected environmental and histone effects, as well as a
map of the afTecied arca

We ane providing these reports so that you may review the mformation that will {orm the
bass for the S'T13"s idependent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding Il any of
the mformation 15 mislcading o1 incomect, if you believe that pertinent information 13 missing, or
if youn have any queshions about the 51B°s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of I-nv ronmenial Analys)s (SEA), Surface Transportatron Board, 395 F Sireel, S W,
Washimgion, X" 20423-0001, 1 clephone (202) 245-0295, and 1efer 1o the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the apphicable statutes and regulations impose strmgentl
deadlmes fin procussmy this action, your written comments 10 SEA {with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreviated within three weehs

Yuur comments will be considered by the ST'B in evaluating the environmental and/or
histonc preservation impacts of the contemplated action I there a1e any questions concerning.
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by lelephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail al Sidney
Strickland and Associalos, PLLC, 3050 K Stieet, N W, Suite 101, Washmgion, 1C 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation
Smcervly,
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ST8 Docket Na. 48-6 (Sub No 452Y)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST NW, Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SN Y L SIRK kAR, Jr

March 8. 2007

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 Lust-West Highway

Silver Springs, MDD 20410-3282

Re: STB Dacket No. AB-6 {Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exempiion — in Clinton and Marion Counties, IL

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about March 28, 2007, BNST Railvay Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with the
Surface | mmsportaton Boand (“S1B™) a Notice of Exemplion seching authonty to abandon | 05
miles of ralroad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near Centialia, m Chinton and
Manon Comnties, lhnors (the “Line™ Atached are Environmental and Historic Reports
deseribing the propmed acuon and any expected environmental and histonc eftects, as wellas a
map of the aflected arva

We are providing these reports se that you may review the information that will form the
hasis for the S B's independent environmental and historic analyses of this pruceeding I amy of
the information 1s misteading or mcorrect, if you beheve that pertinent miormation 1 missing, or
if you have any questons about the STB"s enviromnental review process, please contact the
Section of Fnvironmenial Analysis (S1:A), S lace Transportation Board, 395 B Strevt, S W,
Washington. DC 20421-(001, Felephone (202) 245-0295, and refer 1o the abuve Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable stalutes and regulations impase stringent
deadlines tor prucessing this sulion, yuur wnitten comments to SE A (with a copy o the
undersigned) would be appreciated withip thiree weehs

Your comments will be consideted by the STB in evalualing the environmenial and/or
historie preservation impacts of the contemplated action I there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the underagned by lelephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Stnickland and Aswociates, PLLC, 3050 K Streel, N W, Suite 101, Wazhigion, DC 20007

Thank you n advance for your coopetation

/

SI S/eew

STB Dxire No AB 6 (Sub No 452X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3080 K ST N.W., SuiTe 101
WasHNGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

Sl v b STem i asn Ik

Merch 8. 2007

Office of the Governor
State of Hinos

207 Stalchouse
Springficld, I1. 62706

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Evemption — in Climton and Marion Countien, IL

Dear Sir ur Madam

On vr about March 28, 2007, BNSI" Railway Company (*BNSF") plans on lilmg with the
Surface I'ransportation Board (*STH") a Notice o1 Exemphion secking authority tv abandon | 05
miles of ralroad hine between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 15 02, near ('entralia, 1n 'linton and
Marnion Counties, Rimos {the “Lme™) Atached are Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and histonie eftects, as well s a
map of the alfected area

We urc providing these neports so that you may review the information that will form the
busis for the S 113’s idependent environmental and historrc analyses of this proceeding, IFany of
the information 18 misleadimg or incorrect. if you beheve that pertinent information s missing, or
il you have any questions ahout the STB's emvironmienial 1eview process, please contaut the
Sevtion of I-nvivonmental Analysis (SA), Surfuce [ramportation Board, 395 12 Sirvet. S W,
Washmgton. [X° 20423-0001. Felephone 1202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Duchet No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Bcvause the appirable stdluies and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action. your written comments 1o SEA (with a copy lo the
unduersigned} would be appreciated within three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the S I'B in evaluating the environmental and/or
histonic preservation impacts of the contemplated action I there are any questions concering,
this proposal. please contact the undersigned by telephone at €202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strichland end Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Sireet, N W, Suite 101, Washangton, 1" 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

Su lc|\|d:ld. I /

SIR Dokt No ABR-6 (Suk No 452%)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.N W, SUTE 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

Sime ¥ 1. STKIC KT AND JR

Mach §, 2007

Howard £enner, Disuict Conservationist
Natural Resousces Conservation Service
1780 N. 4* Sircat
Breese, 11, 62230

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exempiion — In Clinfon and Marion Counties, IL

[Dear Mr Zenner

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway Company (*BNSI™) plans on filing with the
“urface Transportalion Board {(*STB") & Notice of Fxempt:on secking authonty to abandon 1 05
miles of mailroad hne between Milepost 13 97 and Milepost 1S 02, near Centralia, tn Clinton and
Manion Counties, [inos (the “Line™) Attached are Environmental and Histone Reports
desenbing the proposed action and any expected environmental and histon i effects, 23 well a< a
map of the affecied aren

W¢ aie praviding these reports so that you may review the miormation that wall form the
hasis for the S| B’s independent environmental and historic analy<es of this proceeding [T any of
1he information 1s mskeading or incorreet, if vou believe thal perunent information 15 missing. or
it you have uny yuestions aboul the §1B's enviivinental review process, please vontact the
Scction of Frovirunmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Mramporiation Board, 395 E Street, S W,
Washinglon, DC 20423-0001. Telephone (202) 245-0295, and reler to the above Dochet No.
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the apphicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
desdlines for processing this auion. your wrilicn commenis to SEA (with a copy (o the
undersigned) would he appreciated within three wevks

Your comments will be considered by the ST in evuluating the environmental and/or
histone preservation impacts of the contemplated action  1f there are any yuesliens concerning
thiy pruposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) §18- 1325 or by mail at Sidnev
Strichland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Strect, N W, Swunte 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you im advance for your coopetation

Smeerely,

S18 Dokt Nu 486 (Sub. No 152X}



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST N.W., Surre 101
WasHinaTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-205-3854

SNy L S wLanD Jr

March 8, 2007

T'ony Antonaces, District Conservationist

Natural Rosources Conservation Service

{550 Last Mann

Salem, Ilinows 62881
Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Raitway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton and Marion Countiey, IL.

Deat Mr. Antonacct

On ur about March 28, 2007, BNSF Railway (‘ompany (“BNSI *') pluns on filing with the
Surface | ransporiation Board (“STB™) a Notice of ixemption seehing authonity to abandon 1 05
mtles of railicad line hetween Milepost 13 97 und Milepost 15 02, near Centralia, in Clinton and
Manon Counhies, [llmos {(the “Lme™) Attached are Envirunmental and Hislone Reports
descnibing the proposed action and any vypecied environmental and histoi ic effects, as well as a
map of the atfected area

We are providing these reports so that yon may review the information that will form the
lasis for the $STRH's independent environmental and listoric analyses of this pracecding  1f any of
the miomation 1» miskeading or incorrect, if you behieve that pertinent information 1s missing, or
if vou have any questions about the STB"s environmenial review process, please contact the
Section o’ Foynmonmental Analysis (SCA), Surface Transportation Boand, 395 E Strect, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the ahove Duocket No
A6 (Sub No 452X) Becnuse the applicable Matutes and regulations impose stingent
deadlmes for processing this action, your writicn commenis 1o SLA (with a copy to the
undersigned ) would be appreciated within three weehs

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evalualing the enviionmental and/or
histonic preservation impacts of the contemplated action 1 there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street. N W | Swite 101, Washingson, DC 20007

[hank you in advance for your cooperation

Sincercly,

Strickland, Jr /

S)8 Diket No 4B -6 (Sxb Np 412Y)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K St N.W , Surte 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-6108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1326
FAX: 202-208-3854

SHINEY L STRKW AND JR

March 8. 2007

Regional Environmental Coondinator
National Park Service

Midwest Regional Office

601 Riverfront Drive

Omahn, NE 68102

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Clinton and Marioa Counties, IL

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSE Railway ('ompany (*“BNSF™) plans on fihug with the
Suiface ['ansportation Board (“STR™) a Notice of Exemption secking authonty to abandun 1 05
miles ol raslroad line belween Milepost 13 97 und Milepost 15 02, near C entralia, m Clinton and
Maiton € ounties, Hlmots (the “Line™)  Attached are Fnvironmental and Historie Reparts
describing the proposed action and any eapected environmental und historic offocts, as well asa
map of the affected arca

We arv providing these repoils so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the $1 B’*s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding 1 any of
the mformation 1s misleading or mcorrect, if you believe thut pertinent information 15 missing. or
if you have any questions nbout the $1B°s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SI-A), Surface Transpurtation Boaid, 395 E Street, S W,
Washington. DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer lo the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Bevause the apphcable stotutes and regulations impose stringent
deadimes for processing this action, your written comments (o SI'A (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated withm three wecks

Your comments will be considered by the STD in evafuating the environmentaf and/or
hitoric preservaton impacts of the contemplated action 1 there aie any questions concerning
this proposal, pluase cuniact the undeisigned by telephune ot (202) 318-1325 or by mail at Sudney
Stiickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W . Suite 101, Washington, RC 20007

Lhank you m advance for your Looperation

Sl Sfeew

SIB Dan ket No AB-6(Sub No 452%)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC

3050 K ST.N'W , Surte 101
WasHnGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-333-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854
Sitaret x L. SR BLANG JR
March B, 2007
{"evar Jose Svarcz
Leonomic Development Director

City of Centrala
222 S Poplar Street
Cenuaha L. 62801

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 452X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Clintons and Marion Counties, IL

Duvar M: Suares

On or about March 28, 2007, BNSF Rmlway Company (“I3NSF") plans on filing with the
Surluce 1ransportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of L:xemption seehing authonty Lo ubandon 1 05
miles af railruad line between Milepost 13 97 and Milepont 15 02, nean Centralia, i Chinlon and
Manun Counties. Jllinois {(the “Lme™)  Attached are Environmental and Historie Reports
descrbing the pmposed action and any eapected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the aflected arca

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the mlonnution that will form 1he
bawis for the $T'B's independent environmental and histor. analyses of this procecding I any of
the information 1» misleading or incorre, if you believe that pertinent information 1$ missing, or
if you have any questions about the S [R"s environmental review process, please contact the
Sectien of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Iunsportation Board, 395 E Streel, SW.
Washington, DC' 20423-000 |, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Dochet No
AB-6 (Sub No 452X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stingent
deadlines for processing this action, your wntien comments o S1-A (with a cupy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated withm three weeks

Your comments will be consideled by the S1B m evalualing the environmental and/or
histanc preservation impacts of the contemplated action | there are any questions concerming
this proposal, plcase contact the undersigned by tclephune at (202) 3 38-1325 or by inail af Sidney
Stnchland and Associates, PILC, 3050 K Street. N W, Sunte 101, Washigton, DC 20007

Thank you in xivance for vour couperation

Smcerely.

1 ]
Sinchland, Ir 7’ ’
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